
Silicon Valley Community Newspapers – Rose Garden 
Resident 
0633 | Thursday, August 9, 2006 

NEW S 
 

Photograph by Vicki Thompson 

Internet Help: Nathaniel 
Montgomery is the founder of A 

Single Light, a computer database 
with resources for anyone with 
concerns about cancer. To raise 

awareness of ASL, Montgomery is 
holding a picnic on Aug. 13. 

 

 
 
Colleg e st u d en t  launches ' A Single Ligh t '  w eb sit e 
t o  h elp  b at t le ca n ce r  
ByMary Gottschalk 

Nathaniel Montgomery says he has never been touched by cancer, yet he has 
spent most of his spare time for two years working on a project he believes will 
help anyone dealing with the disease. 

The 25-year-old Rose Garden resident founded the nonprofit A Single Light 
(ASL), which he incorporated in August 2005. 

ASL's initial project is a free database listing organizations and groups offering 
services to cancer patients and their families. 

In an effort to increase awareness of ASL and to attract additional volunteers, 
Montgomery organized a community potluck picnic in the Municipal Rose 
Garden on Aug. 13 from 2 to 5 p.m. 

"This is our coming-out, so to speak, as a nonprofit asking for community 
support," Montgomery says. 

"It's a drop-in event, totally low-key, eat some food and talk to people about our 
organization. Just bring some food to share. We're expecting great things. If 
even one new person comes to know about us, we've done our job." 

Montgomery's plan for the database was to list organizations and groups in the 
Bay Area, then expand it to encompass Northern California, moving on to all of 



California and eventually the entire United States. 

However, he soon found organizations outside the Bay Area were contacting 
ASL and asking to be included. 

The number of sites listed grows each week, with more than 65 listed at the 
beginning of August. The www.asingle light.org website is already attracting 
more than 600 users a month. 

"We're looking for not only their name, address and phone number, but who 
they are and who do they serve, their vision statement, services they offer, cost 
of services, who is eligible, and what times do they meet. We want to put all that 
into our database," Montgomery says. 

Current listings include expected groups such as the Bay Area Breast Cancer 
Network, California Cancer Registry and Jacob's Heart Children's Cancer 
Association. 

Unexpected are groups such as the Allen Temple Baptist Church in Oakland. It 
sponsors a cancer support group for African American women that meets on 
the first and third Wednesday of each month. 

Some groups are not well known, such as LemonAide, a group of volunteer 
physicians in the oncology, hematology and bone marrow transplant 
departments at Stanford University that work to grant one-day wishes to cancer 
patients under treatment there. 

Some groups are aimed at specific segments of the population, including 
Latinas Contra Cancer, Korean Cancer Patients and Support Group, the Asian 
American Cancer Support Network and the Vietnamese American Cancer 
Foundation. 

Montgomery estimates ASL has about 50 volunteers, a number he'd like to 
triple. 

Right now, most of them are researching organizations to add to the database 
and volunteering for events such as Courageous Kids Day and Relay for Life 
events. 

Eventually, Montgomery hopes ASL will help recruit volunteers to work with 
groups in the database. 

Montgomery, a senior majoring in photography at San Jose State University, 
says it was his photography that first brought him in contact with cancer 



patients. 

At the urging of one of his father's co-workers, Montgomery agreed to 
photograph five children with cancer at the annual Courageous Kids day at 
Great America. Those photos were displayed at one of the Relay for Life events 
and then used for public relations by the local American Cancer Society. 

"I started volunteering for Make-A-Wish and I saw a need for resources, a 
database for cancer patients to go to. The need was echoing through 
everything I did," Montgomery says. 

"I went on Craigslist and posted a general statement asking how do you start a 
nonprofit," Montgomery recalls. 

Dale Zamzow, a former data control operator who serves on the boards of 
several nonprofit groups, responded to the posting. 

"He basically said, 'You have a lot of work to do,' " Montgomery says. "He 
recommended a book and the steps to take, and for six months, I read 
everything I could find on becoming a nonprofit." 

Zamzow now serves as secretary for ASL, although health problems restrict his 
activities. 

Alex Geronimo, a fellow San Jose State student, serves as treasurer of the 
group. 

"Alex is a hard worker, and that's what we needed to get off the ground," 
Montgomery says. "He provided me with motivation. It's a lot of hard work, and 
you don't see results right away. Just now, a year-and-a-half later, we're seeing 
results. The word is getting out about us and people like what we're doing." 

In addition to tutoring himself, Montgomery gained nonprofit experience serving 
two years in AmeriCorps, the service organization network. 

Montgomery estimates he's spent $4,000 of his own money so far on ASL, 
primarily on the website. 

"The website is the big-ticket money item," he says. He is seeking grants and 
donations to help move it forward and to cover general operating costs. 

"We have more than 60 organizations in our database, and we're looking for 
500 by the end of 2006," Montgomery says. 

"All this is in my free time. A good 50 to 60 percent of our volunteers are in high 



school, 35 percent are college students and the rest are out of school," he 
says. 

Once the ASL website is under control, Montgomery expects to launch a 
second website chronicling the journeys of cancer patients as they go through 
treatment. 

Montgomery plans to go on to earn an MBA at Stanford University and continue 
his career in nonprofits. 

A Single Light's Community Potluck Picnic is Aug. 13 from 2 to 5 p.m. in the 
Municipal Rose Garden, 1500 Naglee Ave. The event is free, and those 
attending are asked to bring a dish to share. For additional information on the 
nonprofit, visit www.asinglelight.org or call 408.772.7933. 


